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These books give two quite different perspectives on astronomical instru mentation. Infinite Vistas ,

based most ly on a series of public lectures, con sists of 11 chapters by professional astronomers

on major new astronomi cal instruments under construction, planned, or hoped for. From radio

waves to gamma rays, they cover the full range of the electromagnetic spec trum, summarizing

recent progress, de tailing planned new equipment, and ex plaining research problems to be

resolved in the future. Individual con tributions are well written and fit to gether unusually well to

form a coher ent treatise. Given the key role of instrumentation in the dramatic pro gress of

20th-century astronomy, the volume provides an exciting peek at the next two decades. Readers do

not need advanced training to enjoy this work, although some prior knowledge of as tronomy and

physics might be useful. Berry's book contains detailed in structions for amateurs wishing to con

struct small optical telescopes. It pro vides photographs and plans for five specific telescopesfour

reflectors of differing sizes and styles and one re fractor. Several other chapters explain telescope

construction and general use. The author is an experienced construc tor of, and writer on,

telescopes. Both books are recommended for public and academic libraries. Jack W. Weigel, Univ.

of Michigan Library, Ann ArborCopyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to

an alternate Hardcover edition.



This book is a great start on building your own telescope. Later I bought Richard Berry's book (

Build your own telescope) which actually has more detail and beautiful illustrations but cost a lot

more. I reccomend both books.

I am very please with the book. When I received the book I was surprised how nice the book was. It

was like brand new. My son was so excited and we can't wait to start building our first telescope. I

received my book before it was due to arrive and that made me happy. I will deffinetly buy from this

company again.

Excellent book for first time beginners.

Teaches everything. I haven't started building yet, but this book is on my nightstand, teaching me

what I need to know.

This is a "must-have" reference work for all ATM's. Mr. Berry is somewhere between Dobson and

Texereau defining "Good Enough"!

it also starts with brief explanation and basics of telescope and how it works. if you really want to

make your own telescope, you should try this book.

Along with Sam Brown's " All About Telescopes" are the two classic of American telescope making.

Son wants to build his own telescope. This book was an excellent book at used price. Hoping to be

able add pictures of his project soon.
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